HJR 18 Workgroup Meeting
Thursday August 9, 2012
Locations: Wilmington and Milford DFS Offices (w/Teleconference)
1825 Faulkland Road, Wilmington, DE 19805, Rm. #199
247 Northeast Front Street, Milford, DE 19963, Cdrrin.

In Attendance:
Tania M. Culley, Esq. — Co-Chair Christina Jones-Bey

Julia O’'Hanlon — Co-Chair
The Hon. Barbara Crowell

Felicia Kellum
Janet Leban

The Hon. Peter Jones Eric Lloyd

The Hon. Mardi F. Pyott Gerard M.

Nathan Badell Mary Kate McLaughlin
John Bates Julie Miller, Esq.
Amanda Brennan Demetrius Pinder
Rodney Brittingham Samatha R.

Aimee DeBenedictis Susan Radecki

Sue Dougherty Maegan Soll

Shylah Duchicela Christella St. Juste
Selena Ellis Vanessa

Sherfone Johnson

Welcome & Introductions
Julia O’Hanlon welcomed everyone to the meetingiatrdductions were made.

Approval of the Minutes
Rodney Brittingham moved to approve the minuteth Wania Culley seconding. All in attendance appth

Overview of Meeting Objectives and Intended Actioritems

Confirmation of Process of Voting

Julia explained confirmation of process and vofmrghe meeting. The process can be somewhat ¢caugdl
and because of the short time frame the commitsébkfore the report is due to the Governor an@treeral
Assembly, everyone must bear with the Co-Chairs.

Confirmation of Official Appointees

Rodney Brittingham listed the following committe@mbers as those becoming official appointmentsggdud
Crowell (designated by Chief Judge Chandlee JohKsiim); MaryKate McLaughlin (designated by Cabinet
Secretary Vivian Rapposelli); Julie Miller* of tlizelaware Youth Opportunities Initiative; RodneytBngham
(designated by Division of Family Services Directticky Kelly); Tania Culley* of the Office of the i@ld
Advocate; Representative Mike Barbieri, Senatortgdte named; Youth Ethan S., Eric Lloyd, Amanda
Brennan, Christella St. Juste, and Demetrius Pjiidia O’Hanlon (representing educational insiitg); Paul
Calistro (representing community organizationsy @hristina Jones-Bey (representing foster pam@ngsoup
homes).

*denotes those who have already been officiallyoaied to the committee thus far.



MaryKate McLaughlin explained that the GovernorfSoe is currently processing the applications for
appointee’s for the HJR 18 committee and that @&ckon appointed would receive an official lettethair
place of residence stating their official appointitneThe committee would remain a public meeting.

Process of Voting

Tania Culley and Julia agreed that since only t@ogbe are currently truly appointed to the commitfEania
and Julie Miller, the group would take consensugyon issues at the moment. Once everyone israpp@s
required by the HJR 18, voting will occur in the shexpedited way possible, as required by law.

Primary Consideration for Shaping Delaware’s Extened Foster Care Program

Julia discussed research that the University oalbate has been putting together for the HIR 18 dtieen
She explained that the documents handed out at¢leting,States Policies, Criteria, and Resources, for
Extended Foster Carghe matrix) andPrimary Considerations for Shaping Delaware’s Exted Foster-Care
Programare still drafts and that this committee can hapet on what edits and additions should be made.
However, the documents can help summarize somertenganformation and compare data from the states
what extended care should look like.

Primary Considerations for Shaping Delaware’s Exted Foster-Care Prograrexplains the matrix:
* Eligibility (see Tables 1-4 of supporting document)
o0 Who is eligible for extended foster care to age /2¥Rat circumstances determine (e.g.,
permanency status)? (see Table 1/ Table 2)
o0 What are the requirements/conditions? (Table 3)
= Education/Vocation
=  Employment
= Medical Condition
o When will youth be advised of the availability oftended foster-care benefits and eligibility?
* Oversight and Case Management (see examples or8page
o What case work responsibilities are required farthian extended foster care to age 21?
* Re-Entry (see Table 8)
o Can youth exit and re-enter care after age 18?
* Legal Jurisdiction /Involvement (see Table 9)
o Who has legal responsibility for youth in extendiester care to age 21?
o Are court reviews and judicial determinations nekfie youth in extended foster care to age
217?
» Supervised Independent -Living Services (see Tallek2)
o0 How are rates determined for youth living in sueed independent-living settings?
0 Is supervised living an option for extended fostme?/At what age do foster youth become
eligible?
o0 What are the requirements/conditions?
» Healthcare (See Table 13)
o Are youth in extended foster care to age 21 elgibl health care? If so, what does this look
like and include? How are applications completed.(éedicaid)?
* Programs & Servicesee Tables 14-15)
o What living arrangements or settings will exist youth in extended foster care? How are these
the same or different than current arrangementsigs?
= Continuation of Placement with Foster-Care Family
= Supervised Independent Living
Are workforce support and employment services atel?
What education-assistance programs are available?
What financial assistance is provided and for homgf?
What life-skills training programs will be availablo youth in extended care?
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o0 What transition planning is required for youth xtended foster care to age 21 (e.g., specified
plan in place for “life after extended care”)?

o What agencies, community-based organizations, higthecation institutions, and private-sector
partners will be involved in developing the rang@mgrams and services that meet a youth’s
individual needs and circumstances?

Felicia Kellum stated that some of the informatpyavided in the matrix may not be up to date, siRastering
Connections to Success has been adopted and impkinelulia agreed and said new information islavia
constantly and UD will continually update the matis much as they can. Amanda Brennan spoke abaut
this information will inform the committee’s dis@isn moving forward and more information can bevjated
for outstanding issues. Mary Kate and Julia agtkatimore information can be provided when franihrey
specifics of extended care. In addition, stateg,\s0 this information will be helpful.

Legal System Involvement

Court Involvement between the ages 18-21

Gerard M. felt that youth should be required temdta court hearing with a judge at least once a8e If the
youth is doing well, then they would not have tobgek to the judge. He worried that some youth maty
want to see a judge, but really need to in ordstag on the correct path toward success. CHeas$tl Juste
stated that youth should be able to make a decigi@mther they need to continue seeing their judget
Maegan agreed it should be optional because thageavould no longer be about parental involvembuat
more about the young adult. In addition, the CRildcement Review Board does status reviews alrsady
they should be in place of Court meetings. SamBthAmanda, and Demetrius Pinder agreed that itlehme
optional.

Tania suggested that mandatory judicial hearingslavioe costly and most likely require additionalges on
the bench. Sue Radecki and Nathan Badell beligvdobuld be based on the youth and looked at lcpsase.
Julie Miller added that the Jim Casey Youth Oppaittes Initiative (JCYOI) perspective calls for ase by
case review. In addition, Delaware currently hasmrded legal jurisdiction, so case by case wooldchange
what is in place.

The committee agreed that court involvement shoultde voluntary and looked at in a case by case review
of the youth who stay in care past 18, as is alregdn Delaware’s extended legal jurisdiction law.

Involvement with CASAS/GALS from 18-21

Christella and Samatha believed that CASAs and G#lasild be formally involved with youth who remamn
care only if the youth is involved with the courtSelena Ellis, Felicia, and Maegan, however tfelt it is very
important to have an advocate for other hearinigs,the Child Placement Review Board. Maegan siated
that GALs always know where the youth can seek au@nd act as mentors. Nathan Badell spoke @heut
role of CASAs and GALs after the age of 18. Ihgslonger what is in the best interest of the ¢lblat what
the youth wants. JCYOI believes CASAs and GALausthbe tied to the court system, formally.

The committee agreed that the CASAS and GALS shouldnly represent those that remain in care past
18 if the court is also still involved. This doersot preclude any informal interactions with the yotth.

Re-Entry

According to JCYOI, the extended care system shbeldenetrable, meaning youth can reenter careadtemn
leaving at 18. Samatha thought that youth shoale:lone year to re-enter after leaving the sysiertnwould
not be allowed to re-enter after 20 years old.sThibecause youth are adults at that time, anddihave their
lives more or less together. There just wouldb®g lot of time for Division of Family Serviceshelp with
any kind of transition. Maegan also agrees thattyshould be able to come back, but only untiltsiright
months. This would give the young person enougle tmmhave healthy risk taking and if they faltéeyt can
come back to the systenMaryKate would extend that time to nine monthsduse generally it takes that



amount of time to “fail.” Christella stated any time limit should be tiecekperiences, like when the youth will
graduate high schodGerard agreed.

Judge Jones stated that extending care is tiedusirtig and youth can receive other services evileyf are
not in care through Independent Living Serviceghgoe should be no limit. Demetrius agreed aatkdtthat
eight to nine months to get one’s life togetheras enough time. Amanda agreed, and read redudtsurvey
taken of 23 current and former foster youth whohatsto reenter at any time. She stated that reasalr
agreements are for a term of one year. AmandavesliEmiting re-entry to a year would leave a pargat
tried to be independent and failed without a safetty She would rather an opened ended re-entily2intShe
affirmed it is invaluable to not have a limit ardstwould help to give the youth a direction. Selevorried
that some youth may take advantage of a systenalibats for youth to re-enter at any time. She tiedtt if a
youth comes back at 20 for one year to age out &@trBay not be a lot of help. Sherfone Johnsopaerded
that one year of help could be beneficial for son@aho is struggling and has been finding the ruzith

The committee agreed that there should be no ageriitation on re-entry until 21. However, there may
need to be a cap on number of times a youth can teh to care between the ages of 18-21.

Supervised Independent Living Situations

Julie stated that the JCYOI model allows for a wdaety of housing options. The Jim Casey Youth
Opportunities Initiative would suggest trial periotindependent apartment living as early as ptssibptions
given should include but are not limited to dorronts, apartments, cluster homes, group homes, resde
halls, and host homes.

Christella agrees that youth should have no limoitet on housing options. Samatha and Gerard belveve
should have out of state arrangements. Gerard amentinese options because youth may be interestgming
to college out of state. Amanda suggested thatiifd with foster parents, stipends could be ted trent
system. Nathan asked what are the costs assowidtethis. Rodney said that DFS is currently wogkon
specific numbers with broad living arrangementsandld bring those figures to the next meetinga urvey
to 23 youth, everyone has a different plan on gvamrangements. Youth want options. Tania stttad
whatever is put into place would not undercut whalready available in terms of housing.

The committee agreed that housing options would kes broad as possible, with certain stipulations
depending on the type of housingIn addition, that state would support out of statehousing options.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Priority Items and Path Forward

University of Delaware will research whether yoa#n receive financial and other support while livmith a
family member by looking at other states, suche@sa$ and Indiana. Julie will continue to clarifig tJCYOI
perspective. At the next meeting, the committdediscuss casework involvement, healthcare, sgficsency
benchmarks, and financial assistance.

NEXT MEETINGS

All meeting will take place at Wilmington and Milford DFS Offices (w/Teleconference):
1825 Faulkland Road, Wilmington, DE 19805, Rm. #199
247 Northeast Front Street, Milford, DE 19963, ConfRm.

* Thursday, August 23, 2012 — 4:00 pm
* Thursday, September 6, 2012 —4:00 pm



